
48.69% 93

1.57% 3

5.24% 10

32.46% 62

19.90% 38

Q1 Please indicate your connection(s) to
the Upper Canada District School Board.

Answered: 191 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 191  

# Other:  (please specify) Date

1 Grandfather of future Pakenham Public School students. 2/1/2017 12:05 PM

2 Grandparent 2/1/2017 12:04 PM

3 I am a grandparent of a student 1/31/2017 1:27 PM

4 I was born raised in Pakenham and attended school in Pakenham Public school when growing up in this town. 1/30/2017 3:24 PM

5 Grandparents of a child attending Pakenham Public School with more coming up. My spouse & our children attended
Pakenham Public School.

1/30/2017 3:22 PM

6 Past parent of students that attended 1/29/2017 2:05 PM

7 I volunteer at an UCDSB school 1/27/2017 10:27 PM

8 Retired employee for board 1/27/2017 2:01 PM

9 I am a community member with grandchild attending UCDSB School 1/27/2017 2:01 PM

10 Parent of child who previously attended Pakenham Public School 1/27/2017 9:17 AM

11 concerned citizen 1/25/2017 9:56 AM

I am a
parent/guard...

I am a student
attending a...

I am an UCDSB
employee

I am a
community...

Other:
(please...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

I am a parent/guardian of student(s) at UCDSB school(s)

I am a student attending a UCDSB School

I am an UCDSB employee

I am a community member without children attending UCDSB Schools

Other:  (please specify)
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12 I am a community member with children who will soon be attending UCDSB schools 1/21/2017 3:47 PM

13 I am a community member whose children attended UCDSB schools. 1/21/2017 1:15 PM

14 I am a parent that had the benefit of my child being educated in a smaller school and know the benefits of that 1/20/2017 7:07 PM

15 I, my siblings, my spouse and my children all attended public school in the village of Pakenham 1/19/2017 7:27 PM

16 unspecified 12/16/2016 10:27 AM

17 I am a parent and community member with a homeschooled child who was expecting to transition to attending
Pakenham PS.

12/16/2016 10:22 AM

18 interested party 12/2/2016 9:55 AM

19 business owner, former parent of UCDSB students 12/2/2016 9:50 AM

20 Our children attended elementary school (PPS) and high school (ADHS). 11/26/2016 4:20 PM

21 unspecified 11/26/2016 4:19 PM

22 Grandparent of student(s) attending UCDSB school(s) 11/22/2016 11:46 AM

23 Past parent of students and now a grandmother of a student. 11/13/2016 10:09 PM

24 I attended Pakenham Public School and grew up in the village. The school, recreation fields, arena and public beach
are clustered together forming a triad of community resources which over the years has supported and vitalized the
village (and surrounding area) with activities that bring together families from all around. Remove one and the other
two suffer.

11/11/2016 7:39 AM

25 Community group 11/1/2016 5:11 PM

26 not stated 11/1/2016 2:23 PM

27 I am a parent of children that, in upcoming years, WILL BE attending UCDSB IF Pakenham Public School remains
open.

10/20/2016 9:41 AM

28 my children will attend pakenham public school starting in 3 years. if unable they will be homeschooled and the
resources (financial) that would have been directed (thru taxation) to the UCDSB will go to paying the cost

10/20/2016 9:31 AM

29 I attended Pakenham school from SK to grade 8. 10/19/2016 5:53 PM

30 I am a community member and parent of a future student at UCDSB school. 10/18/2016 7:25 PM

31 graduate of Pakenham 10/18/2016 4:16 PM

32 I am a retired teacher and an active volunteer at Pakenham Public School. 10/18/2016 11:02 AM

33 My children will be attending in future years 10/14/2016 9:50 PM

34 Former student 10/14/2016 7:41 PM

35 I am a grandmother of 5 my oldest grandson is senior kindergarden. 10/14/2016 7:24 PM

36 Sibling of /used to attendance a ucdsb school. 10/14/2016 6:40 PM

37 Parent of a future jk student. 10/14/2016 5:52 PM

38 I am a graduate from PPS. I will never forget the memories I made. My husband and I look forward to having our
children attend PPS one day. It is important for them to experience a small town school experience.

10/14/2016 4:20 PM
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Q2 The draft recommendations contained in
the Initial Staff Report for the

Accommodation Review are organized by
Feeder Groups of Schools. This refers to
the elementary schools and secondary

school(s) that students attend in
accordance with school

program boundaries.Please choose from
the list below, the feeder group of schools

for which you would like to provide
feedback. (Please note that there are no

recommendations impacting the
Gananoque or Russell Feeder Groups.)

Answered: 191 Skipped: 0
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Brockville -
(Brockville ...

Cornwall -
(Cornwall...

Seaway -
(Seaway...

North
Grenville -...

South
Grenville -...

Tagwi - (Tagwi
SS, Maxville...

Rothwell-Osnabr
uck -...

Glengarry -
(Glengarry D...

Char-Lan -
(Char-Lan DH...

Almonte -
(Almonte DHS...

Carleton Place
- (Carleton...

Perth - (Perth
DCI, Drummon...

Rockland -
(Rockland DH...

Vankleek Hill
- (Vankleek...

Rideau -
(Rideau DHS,...

Smiths Falls -
(Smiths Fall...

Athens -
(Athens DHS,...

North Dundas -
(North Dunda...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses
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0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

100.00%
191

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

Total 191

Brockville - (Brockville CI, Thousand Islands SS, Commonwealth PS, Front of Yonge ES, Lyn PS, Prince of Wales PS, Toniata PS, Vanier PS, and
Westminster PS)

Cornwall  - (Cornwall Collegiate Vocational School, St. Lawrence Secondary School, Bridgewood P.S., Central P.S., Eamer’s Corners P.S.,Viscount
Alexander P.S.)

Seaway - (Seaway District HS, Iroquois PS, Morrisburg PS)

North Grenville - (North Grenville DHS, Kemptville PS, Merrickville PS, Oxford-On-Rideau PS, South Branch ES)

South Grenville - (South Grenville DHS, Benson PS, Centennial '67 PS, Maynard PS, South Edwardsburg PS, Wellington ES)

Tagwi - (Tagwi SS, Maxville PS, North Stormont PS, Roxmore PS)

Rothwell-Osnabruck - (Rothwell-Osnabruck School (k-12), Longue Sault PS)

Glengarry - (Glengarry DHS, Laggan PS)

Char-Lan - (Char-Lan DHS, S.J. Mcleod PS, Williamstown PS)

Almonte - (Almonte DHS, Naismith Memorial PS, Pakenham PS, R Tait McKenzie PS)

Carleton Place - (Carleton Place DHS, Arklan Community PS, Beckwith PS, Caldwell Street PS)

Perth - (Perth DCI, Drummond PS, Glen Tay PS, Maple Grove PS, North Elmsley PS, Queen Elizabeth PS, The Stewart PS)

Rockland - (Rockland DHS, Rockland PS, Plantagenet PS)

Vankleek Hill - (Vankleek Hill CI, Pleasant Corners PS) * impacted by Glengarry recommendations

Rideau - (Rideau DHS, Rideau Centennial ES, Rideau Vista PS, South Crosby PS, Sweets Corners ES)

Smiths Falls - (Smiths Falls DCI, Chimo ES, Duncan J Schoular PS, Lombardy PS, Montague PS, Wolford PS)

Athens - (Athens DHS, Meadowview PS, Pineview PS)

North Dundas - (North Dundas DHS, Chesterville PS, Nationview PS, Winchester PS) *impacted by Seaway recommendations

5 / 24

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



5.41% 8

6.08% 9

59.46% 88

29.05% 43

Q39 Please provide your response to these
Draft Recommendations. Select the
statement(s) that best describe your

thoughts, you will be asked to expand in the
next set of questions.

Answered: 148 Skipped: 43

Total 148

Yes, I support
all of the...

I support some
parts of the...

No, I don't
support the...

I have an
alternative ...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Yes, I support all of the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools.

I support some parts of the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools.

No, I don't support the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools at all and I don't have an alternative suggestion at this time.

I have an alternative to the DRAFT recommendations that would meet the board's objective to reduce surplus space in this feeder group of schools.
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Q40 If you indicated in Q3. that you support
some or all of the Draft Recommendations

for this feeder group of schools, please
describe what elements of the

recommendations are favourable to you.
Answered: 10 Skipped: 181

# Responses Date

1 Naismith and RTait should continue to offer French Immersion and the option of regular English 1/31/2017 7:45 PM

2 I think that it is risky to be closing schools 1/27/2017 2:02 PM

3 Closing Pakenham. 1/27/2017 2:00 PM

4 French immersion 1/27/2017 1:58 PM

5 I support ongoing early emersion at Naismith and R Tait. I do not feel sufficiently aware regarding Pakenham. I know
Pakenham is an incredibly vibrant, family oriented community and their school is a huge part of their community. They
are known for community social and parties. I'm not sure if this culture is more recent (and may pass as a new group
comes along), or if it truly represents ongoing community values; social is great, but not when it crosses into
disrespect of their peers, teachers and administration,encouraged by parents. If it is a trend, it might be best to bring
the kids over to R Tait, and water it down. If I am wrong, and Pakenham school is truly healthy and making a positive
contribution to developing character, then it should remain.

10/31/2016 5:32 PM

6 Continued offering of French immersion 10/27/2016 11:59 AM

7 Why wouldn't Pakenham students also be sent to Naismith. 10/14/2016 9:33 PM

8 Pending ongoing interest, R. Tait McKenzie and Naismith Schools continue to offer Early Immersion as a complement
to their Regular French/English Programs. Provided this means that my kids will continue to have an EFI education,
otherwise I will pull them and send them to OCDSB instead. Further, increasing class sizes is exactly the opposite to
why I have them in that school in the first place. I specifically sought out a school that had smaller class sizes so that
my kids could have a better education. If that's not available, then I might as well have them in a school where albeit
the class sizes are larger, the EFI program is more than the minimum required as is delivered by UCDSB.

10/14/2016 6:34 PM

9 All 10/14/2016 4:35 PM

10 Rather than over load R. tait mckenzie with all the students from Pakenham and increase class sizes to max capacity,
could the intake not be split between both Naismith and R. Tait

10/14/2016 4:24 PM
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Q41 If you indicated in Q3. that you do not
support the Draft Recommendations, please
use this space to help us understand what

could be done to improve the
recommendations.

Answered: 80 Skipped: 111

# Responses Date

1 Email received: I am naturally concerned about the proposal that has been posted this week. I love the part of your
mission statement that says “…Our schools should provide an environment that challenges our students to be the best
they can be in an atmosphere that fosters fairness, openness, and honesty.” Pakenham does all these things and
more. My children don’t have to spend 1 hour or more on the bus every day to get to Almonte but they would if
Pakenham was not available to them. My oldest child would not get nearly the one on one time with a teacher in
Almonte that happens in Pakenham. Should there be an emergency it would take us longer to get to them. It is
extremely important to me and more so to my children that they can go to school in an very safe and open
environment with some of the most amazing staff and mentors. I hope that you will push for Pakenham to remain open
as a crucial center for learning in Lanark County. I can Guarantee that if Pakenham is not available to my children they
will most certainly NOT be going to Almonte. I will enroll them in the Renfrew County District school board. They will
go to Arnprior which is closer to us than Almonte if necessary. I was debating enrolling them in Renfrew originally but I
Bet on UCDSB solely because of the excellent reputation that Pakenham Public School had. The staff at the school
have not disappointed me, and certainly upheld the reputation that precedes them. Please work to ensure that UCDSB
was not a losing bet for me.

2/6/2017 6:44 PM

2 - maintain existing regular English-French program boundary - bring EFI program back to Pakenham - reduce number
of elementary schools for the Almonte feeder group from 3 to 2

2/6/2017 11:07 AM

3 Email received: I wanted to take the time to write tonight for two reasons: 1) I think there were some very informative
presentations at last night’s public meeting. In particular I found the presentation that focused on the capacity
calculations being based on 23 students / class instead of the 20/ class and the fact that specialized classrooms
(which definitely add to the educational experience and provide much better - in my opinion - resources for students)
count toward a schools capacity. I think the schools in our feeder group should be reassessed based on a realistic
representation of space usage in the school. If doing this requires lobbying the province to address their funding model
parents should know – I think that is a cause you could get almost all parents behind. I respectfully request that one of
the recommendations the ARC committee makes is to account for these adjustments in the final report. 2) I wanted to
share my personal concerns about the closure of PPS. I am confident that my youngest would manage a transition to
a new school with few issues – in fact I think this child would think it is an adventure. I fear my eldest though would not
fare so well. Let me explain why… My first child started school (JK) at R.Tait McKenzie – I wanted my children to have
the opportunity to try EFI. That school was absolutely NOT a good fit. My child had been attending Linda Lowe
Daycare for ages before starting school, so being in a classroom environment with “instructors” was not new. My child
has some special needs and hyperfocuses on the tasks of interest (often not the tasks you want to focus on!) –
transitions are a real challenge (even still). The environment at R. Tait McKenzie was simply not suitable for a child like
this. The classrooms were physically too big, as was the school and the school yard, there were too many transitions
during the day, the play yard for the kinders was separate from the older kids, but open to the older kids play yard so
the amount of inputs my child was trying to manage were overwhelming. The real killer though was the bus ride –
trying to keep a child like this “in control” on a bus with no seatbelts for the better part of an hour is unrealistic and
unfair. Within 2 months of attending that school I heard my child say (at 4 years old) “I wish I was a dog, everyone
likes dogs.” and “Why am I bad?” If you are a parent you can imagine how much this hurt and scared me. At
Christmas time we made the decision to move our child to Pakenham PS – not an easy decision for a child who is
anxious by nature. Within 2 weeks of starting a new school, this was a new kid. Happier, was getting the attention and
support needed. My child's anxiety was recognized and the teacher provided my child with the emotional support
needed. When routines were disrupted (eg. Pancake breakfast in the gym during a hockey game) the teacher would
sit next to my child and hold hands. My child wasn’t chastised or brushed off – but was supported and (I believe) truly
cared for. I have recently heard other parents of children at R.Tait McKenzie elude to the fact that there are discipline
and behavior issues at that school. I have heard that a number of families have recently left because of ongoing
bullying. My child's differences make a target for this type of behavior. The idea of taking my child out of a school that
has embraced us, a school where my child feels safe is unfathomable to me and quite frankly it keeps me up at night. I
don’t see sending my child back to R.Tait McKenzie as an option for us. And I don’t think I’m the only Pakenham
parent with a story along these lines. Please support our community, support our school, and support our kids. Keep
Pakenham Public School open.

2/6/2017 11:06 AM
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4 Explore the option described below, which better achieves the goal of reducing surplus student spaces, and serves to
maintain a K-6 school in both Almonte and Pakenham. The proposal to close Pakenham PS was presented as an
option to reduce surplus student spaces. On the surface, based on this criterion and as described below, it would
appear to be a suboptimal option, all other things being equal. But all other things are not equal. As representatives of
the school board you obviously appreciate the multi-dimensional value of schools in communities. I would argue that
the relative value of one school in a community, versus none, is greater than the value of two schools versus one. The
option described below maximizes this value. It maintains a school in Pakenham, where it can continue to serve as a
social hub, continue the fantastic synergistic relationship with the Linda Lowe Daycare, and continue to offer students
the ability to learn in the community, and from the community, where they live.

2/2/2017 11:33 AM

5 I support the recommendations made by PPS School Council. 2/2/2017 11:26 AM

6 Email received: Please consider the following ideas: - Pakenham is a vibrant village and the school is very much a
part of this village - not a school in a rural dead zone - busing to Almonte is a waste of time and reduces the time
students have for extra-curricular activities/sports/and important free time to just play - declining enrollment is a
problem everywhere - even in the cities - the school is used extensively for many reasons: meetings, fairs, election
day, Remembrance Day social, senoirs meetings, social events and library - the school is easy access for people with
mobility issues who wish to attend various functions - Students participate in the Remembrance Day ceremony beside
the school and many are desendents of those who died in war - the school is close to our arena for after-school
activities, skateboard park and township park -new windows went in last year. - let the students benefit from this
upgrade

2/1/2017 5:40 PM

7 It is not fair or just to deny a vibrant community the ability to have it's children educated in the community. The
numbers warrant a local school and I believe the board has a duty and a mandate to ensure a school for the
Pakenham community.

2/1/2017 12:05 PM

8 Almonte could have one public elementary school that fits it's size and Pakenham should have one that fits it's size
also. Without a school a community suffers socially, culturally and economically and a closure would have an
immediate negative impact on the health of our community.

2/1/2017 12:04 PM

9 Close Naismith school as it is only a 4 kilometre distance between itself and R. Tait. Move the students from Naismith
to R.tait.

1/31/2017 10:50 PM

10 Closing pakenahm school 1/31/2017 7:45 PM

11 I agree with the idea of keeping Pakenham PS open and closing 1 of Almonte's schools. 2 schools in a very small
town is ridiculous, especially since kids are already being bused in for FI.

1/31/2017 3:25 PM

12 I don't support the drafts as it still closes the Pakenham Public School. As to the reading I have done this is a numbers
game that is being played, however it is showing numbers are more important than it's students well being. I went to
Pakenham Public School and have had been placed in a much similar situation at a young age. I know how it feels to
be shipped to Naismith during my time in public school because of a problem with number of students going into
grade 7. So myself and classmates where shipped to Naismith and on a personal experience it was the worst. Feeling
like an out caster and was treated that way by peers. When it was decided to bring 7/8 back to Pakenham I was so
happy to be back as the resolution was to combine the 7/8 grade class together. In the end I was in a mixed 7/8 grade
class attending as a grade 8 and proudly graduated. Students have enough stress and enough to handle than
changing what is comfortable to them. Changes like this can not only effect a child mentally, physical but
academically. Children in k and up are bus in are spending enough time on a bus coming to Pakenham than to add
longer bus drives which is harder and more stressful on children which children don't need.

1/30/2017 3:24 PM

13 I think new approaches are required to maximize efficiencies, and reduce costs. A sharing of staff and resources. Can
we have principals/teachers/custodians working within the family of schools, share there time in different locations
within that family of schools. A custodial staff could work 2 evenings a week in one school and 2 or 3 in
another,allowing public use of the facility and put $ back into the school. Does each school require a principal on site
all week long, with digital capabilities the principal can communicate with staff and students when on occasion they
are not present on site. A senior teacher could have a hybrid role when principal is not on site. Other innovative
approaches could be taken if those who currently oversee the system look at it in a different manner. Consider
implementing similar to when French immersion was originally introduced,bringing some of the students to Pakenham
rather than always having the Pakenham students bused to Almonte. The two public schools in Almonte are under
utilized as well, it is unfortunate that there was not enough foresight to see that one large public school would have
served the needs. Naismith appears to have ample space a renovation/addition probably would have been sufficient,
rather than building the new R.Tait, considering the re-structure to remove the 7-8s, and place them in the high
school. Now the Pakenham students have to pay the price for the shortsightedness. Not only will the students suffer,
as will the community, as it will be even more difficult to attract any young families to the village and surrounding area
as there is no school within the community, and bus rides could be of significant length.

1/28/2017 2:15 PM

14 I think Pakenham should stay open because it makes students have more one on one with the teachers & their work. 1/27/2017 10:31 PM
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15 I feel it is unfair, for transportation purposes to have children drive that extra distance. When in some cases they are
closer to the arnprior district. Would the boundary then change to reflect this school closure. I don't agree with
removing a school from a community.

1/26/2017 5:34 PM

16 Will Drastically Effect the Community Children will not get the proper attention that they deserve Children will have
longer commutes to school Parents will have a harder time with finding child care in their areas for before and after
school These smaller schools are more like a family then just a school

1/25/2017 8:53 PM

17 keep the pakenham school open, the community of Pakenham will really suffer if the school is closed!!! 1/25/2017 5:09 PM

18 Pakenham Public School is the hub of our community, the staff, the students have the highest regard for each other.
Putting this group of children into a school like R Tait, would be dangerous for some of these children. This schools
provides activities that would not happen in Almonte...ie ice skating, Sumba excerise classes, trips to the public
library, which is going thru a make over & is presently housed inside the PPS. Have you thought how the influx of
Miliarty families will increase in all three schools. It's starting happen now. So once DND has completed all transfers
there is going to be an increase of housing, medical, schools, etc within this region. Almonte, Pakenham & Arnprior.
Carleton Place is already thinking of the future. Pakenham is a growing community with the opening of a Pharmacy.
Our support to the school is 100%, we don't want to see our grandchildren going to Almonte until grade 6. Where I
think was one of the provinces biggest mistakes. The politicians can't see down the road 10-20 years they only 2
years. They build roads, schools for only to last for 10 years when they know that within that time they should have
done it bigger & better. UCDSB spend over $200,000.00 of upgrades to Pakenham Public School the summer of 2016,
we would like to know how the school broad is going to give money back to our Community?

1/25/2017 10:50 AM

19 Email received: I listened intently to Robyn Bresnahan”s excellent interview this AM with the Minister of
Education,Mitzi Hunter. To sum up, I have zero confidence that the minister will do anything to change the UCDSB”s
(Upper Canada District School Board) decisions regarding the closure of numerous rural schools. It does not matter
that some students may be on a bus for 3 hours and up to 90 km each day. How that is good for the health and
education of students is beyond comprehension. What extra curricular courses and sports will they miss? What good
will come from a one and a half hour bus ride? What about the harm to the environment from buses? What about the
cost of bus drivers? What positive effect on the communities could possibly come from closing local schools? How
much accountability on the part of teachers, students and parents will be lost ? How many school bus cancellations will
occur in the winter, leaving parents to fend for themselves. The minister says she has complete confidence that the
board will do the right thing. In other words she washes her hands of the mess. The board has to economize because
it has run out of money, having maximized the salaries and benefits of unionized employees, mainly teachers. The
province has run out of money as well. The only solution that I can think of is that parents take over the operation of
the schools that could be closed and use the per capita allowance to run them themselves. Stay tuned as your
education system follows the the same downward spiral as your health care.

1/25/2017 9:56 AM

20 Closing a rural community school will have tremendous negative impact the village of Pakenham. Some Students will
be forced to have bus rides over an hour long. Offering extended French program at PPS instead of those children
being bused to Almonte may be a solution. Returning the grade 7,8 programs to the elementary schools would also
increase enrolment numbers in the elementary system.

1/24/2017 5:24 PM

21 Do NOT close Pakenham Public School. It's a vital part of our community, and its closure would devastate this
community. It would also seriously curtail the future development of our town, which promises to be significant.

1/23/2017 3:24 PM

22 Being in the far north end of Lanark Co., it is important that Pakenham have a school presence. An alternative would
be that the school be attached to Renfrew Co. as Arnprior is much closer for busing much of the school district and has
been a traditional choice for high school. Certainly, Bell Canada finds it so. Maybe it is time to consider going back to
one room schoolhouse. Certainly, with modern communications this is a possibility. It didn't seem to hurt our
forefathers. An out-of-the-box suggestion would be to use excessive busing for extra learning such as speaking
French.

1/22/2017 11:27 AM

23 I do not feel by closing down Pakenham School is what is best for the community or its children. Children already have
long bus rides to and from school living in a rural setting, I could not imagine adding more time for such young
children. By implementing an immersion program back into Pakenham School, we can encourage more families in the
community to keep the children in a school system that provides the same opportunity that R. Tait Mackenzie does in
Almonte. I feel that the closure of Pakenham School would have a negative impact on the rural community. Pakenham
offers so much for families & people of all age groups. By closing down the school we could loose the possibility of
bringing in new families to the community or having community members be more inclined to engage in other
communities as a result of loosing such an important part of a child's upbringing!

1/21/2017 4:00 PM
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24 Email Received: I am just writing this letter as a concerned parent in regards to the possible closure of pakenham
public school. Children in the area attend local daycare because they either currently attend pakenham public school,
or will attend the school when it is their time. If pakenham closes and we are sent to almonte local daycare enrolment
of children will be greatly effected as children would be better off going to a daycare in almonte. My child started at
pakenham. I have been home since my child was newborn, so I had a very hard time adjusting to leaving me and
going to school. All the staff at pakenham made this an extremely easy transition for myself and my child. To me the
school feels like a second family. I love the small Town feel and I wouldn't change it for anything. I have another child
that I hope gets the same opportunity to attend this wonderful school. This is the 3 Rd year in a row that enrolment has
increased for pakenham and just from my knowledge will keep increasing over the years. We would have the option of
attending walterzadow school in arnprior or a school in almonte. We love upper Canada district school board and
would love to stay with this school Board but the bus ride to almonte would be way to long for my children and we
would be forced to switch to an arnprior school. Thank you so much for taking the time to read my email and taking my
concerns into consideration.

1/10/2017 1:21 PM

25 Email received: I understand the need to reduce the surplus pupil spots in the system. It is evident that under the
current funding system and the decline in enrollment that the current situation can not continue as it is. However, I feel
that the Board is taking the wrong approach when it comes to the Almonte Feeder schools. The closure of Pakenham
is projected to result in a reduction of approximately 87 surplus pupil spots. This is assuming that all students currently
attending Pakenham choose to go to R Tait. As we are a border school with a number of students travelling in from
the White Lake area it is likely that the reduction of 87 spots is a generous estimate. The thought of having my children
on the bus for 45+mins in each direction is deeply concerning. It would make more sense to consolidate Nainsmith and
R Tait. The schools are just over 2km apart, offer similar program options and have a combined 405 surplus pupil
spots. With the growth Almonte is seeing there is no denying that they will likely require a "super school" or a couple of
schools within the next 15 years. Both of these schools will be reaching the age where major repairs will have to take
place within the next 15 to 20 years. R Tait could be expand and updated to accommodate the kids from Nainsmith
and future growth or both schools can be closed and a new one built. Pakenham has had recent upgrades which will
help extend the life of the building and reduce the per student utility costs. There does seem to be an interest from the
community in utilizing the school outside of school hours. Personally I would love to be able to participate in activities
at the school instead of driving into Almonte or Arnprior. I also believe that bringing back the grade 7 and 8 kids to the
elementary schools will help fill the empty spots. Then there is the community factor. We are residents. My children
started at Pakenham. I grew up in a rural community in central Ontario and attended a small rural school. We moved
to this area specifically to raise our children in a small community with a small local school where I knew that they
would obtain a better quality education than they would have received had we stayed in the larger centre. Within the
first couple of weeks my English speaking kids were coming home counting to 1 to 10 forward and backwards in
French. Now at the end of October they are singing and speaking to each other in French.They regularly speak of their
big kid friends. The older children treat the younger children with respect and help them out. With the guidance of their
teachers and parents they have truly formed their own community. Our school is the hub of this village. I am told that
gym class on winter Friday mornings are spent at the arena next door, you might find a class at the town library (also
next door), or out exploring nature along the banks of the Mississippi (also directly behind the school), the school
playground is open to everyone outside of school hours, the town baseball diamond and soccer field are directly
behind the school, the village pizza shop supplies pizza day, busing is provided by a family owned local company,
when you call the school the Principal is just as likely to pick up the phone as the secretary. And today they
participated in a Zumba class. If the lesson can be taught in the community that is where it is taught. The Friday
before Thanksgiving the school posted a video of my children's class, singing a song, on their Facebook page. Music
time involved their teacher, their educational assistant, their French teacher and the person playing the guitar..well it
was their Principal. It takes a village to raise a child and that is what is happening at PPS. This school should used as a
model for how a school should be run. It would be a shame to see it close.

12/16/2016 10:29 AM

26 Pakenham is not a French Immersion school. I believe this needs to be respected. I don't agree that a community
should be forced to have their children in French half a day. Our children attended Naismith School. Our children had
the option of French Immersion in grade 4. We as a family chose not to be in French immersion. They went on to
university where they graduated with honours. I truly believe our schools are struggling because of French Immersion.
We should be proud to have students being fluent in spoken and written English. We put all this pressure into being
bilingual and are forgetting about our children being successful and happy in English language. Pakenham is a village
rich in community and parental involvement. It is a rural community with amazing children and families. Please
respect the option to have an English school. We are becoming a society where emphasis is placed on French
language and not the best interest of the child. Let's advocate for well educated and successful students in English.

12/16/2016 10:26 AM
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27 Pakenham _requires_ a school. It requires a school to survive as a community -- this is a small, self-contained
community that does not attract residents/families by offering them the opportunity to bus their small children off to a
different city for the day. People choose to live in Pakenham precisely so that they can live in a small community, and
send their children to a small school within that community. I did not move here in order to send my child off to
Almonte or -- more likely -- out of the UCDSB entirely and to Arnprior. My child has been homeschooled thus far.
Because Pakenham PS is a small, flexible school within walking distance, we've spoken with the school about our
child attending part-time. This is a terrific option, and obviously not one that would work with busing out of town full
time. Short version: Pakenham PS is a highly unique school, of substantial value to the community, and should, given
the geography and community, never be up for closure. There is no reason for Almonte to have two primary schools
and Pakenham to have 0; if Pakenham requires more students, it can open itself up to Almonte's children.

12/16/2016 10:23 AM

28 My child has special needs and does not do well with changes. The staff at the school are fantastic and are very
understanding with the challenges that are faced. Pakenham school have smaller classes really takes a lot of pressure
of the students and the staff. I think it would be a tragedy if it was to close.

12/16/2016 10:20 AM

29 It is too far of a bus ride for Pakenham students to be transferred outside of Pakenham when there is a perfectly
acceptable school available to them. Although it is understandable that low enrollment would cause difficulty in
keeping the school open, I do not believe that enrollment is so low at this point that an alternative can not be found.

12/12/2016 12:39 PM

30 Pakenham needs to remain open. It's too important to the community at large to close. 12/4/2016 8:53 PM

31 I have one recommendation and just think it's sad to close down Pakenham. -Yes, attendance is down but it is the
closest school in the tri-county area. What about the poor kids being bused from White Lake? They will be expected to
sit on a bus from White Lake to Almonte? What would that be-two hours? Say a 5 year old? Come on people. What if
they wet their pants? -I'm sentimental; yes it's been many years since I attended, with over 300 students back then.
Bring back grade 7 & 8 if you want to up attendance!! It was good enough for my generation why isn't it good enough
now? Who decided that in the first place??!! That's my recommendation! There was a classroom from K-8 and they're
still there-use them! -I was in there yesterday and they have all the graduation pictures dating back to 1978 or so.
They were huge classes back then. The more recent pictures have maybe ten students. What a disgrace. Pathetic all
of you.

12/2/2016 9:58 AM

32 Email received: Many decisions seem to be made without considering what is best for the students. Mr.
_____________, chair of the Upper Canada School Board, says: "We know that in our small schools we aren't
providing the learning experience we provide in larger schools.” Where is the proof of that statement? Every parent
should be asked for that proof. The possible closures would be , in my opinion, one of the worst events involving all of
the communities involved. PS I am a senior and have no children or grand children in the system.

12/2/2016 9:55 AM

33 I absolutely DO NOT support the closure of Pakenham School. We moved to this community to raise a family and
enjoy a wonderful small community and its amenities and services, including the local school. I have been an active
parent and am seeing wonderful improvements and a significant increase in the local interest with parents wanting to
send their young children to PPS. If there is any closure to be done in this area, it should be in Almonte given multiple
schools with the same program offerings. An assessment should also be done on the total number of children being
transported into Almonte to attend school from this area, when they would stay right here if we also offered an
immersion curriculum. This is also very concerning as a parent to think I may be forced to bus my school age children
all the way to Almonte OR Arnprior as an alternative (45 min++ bus ride each way.) Other key justification points that
support PPS: - record growth in the kindergarten program which also shows the viability long-term for the school -
recent renovations and improvements - why did the Board invest if its closing? none of this makes sense as a tax
payer - why not add immersion to PPS curriculum offering - this would secure even higher enrollment in 2017 Finally,
the proposed closure of PPS and it potential impact spans well beyond the children and the confines of the school, but
will significantly impact this community and its viability for growth and prosperity with attracting new families and young
people to the area.

12/2/2016 9:54 AM
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34 Email received: I am writing on behalf of a group of very concerned parents in Pakenham today as we have just
received word that our school is on a "hit list" of schools slated for closure next September and that news is just
devastating to our community.Although we have been assured that this is "just a list" and nothing has been decided till
next year, we still feel our voices need to be heard. Do the Trustees/Board members at UCDSB have ANY idea what
closing a school like Pakenham Public school will do to our small, isolated, close knit community? We don't just have
the option to just send our kids down the street to "the next school" like in towns and Big City's like Brockville or
Carleton Place...our school is ALL we have. It is more than a school! It is a meeting place for community activities, the
Community garden, dinners, Parades and other events, a place for our kids to feel safe, a place for parents to send
them, where we an let them interdependently WALK TO SCHOOL on their own... where they know they being looked
after by caring, Local teachers, janitors and secretary's who's faces we know and love. It will impact the whole
community economy if we lose our school, not just, teachers, but the bus drivers too...not to mention the Daycare
centers who use the school as a BF/AS meeting place..everyone will be effected if we lose our school. Do you know
what this will do to the Daycare the community? The restaurant that the older kids go to to eat lunch? The store and
the Ice Cream shop that the kids spend their spare change at after school? And the idea of putting mere BABIES on a
bus, some not even 4 yet, for 40+ minutes twice a day to send them to another town over 15km away like Almonte or
Arnproir (Not even in our County BTW??) and cram them into classrooms that are already bursting at the seems?? It is
just ridiculous IMHO, or did you forget it was about the kids?? I have been a parent and a business owner for many
years and all my children have attended various school in the area but Pakenahm Public has far and wide been the
best of all of them. Our preschooler is slated to start and I can Imagine how disappointed our child will be to not get to
go to "our school" with friends and neighborhood kids like siblings did. So what if the class sizes are small and
enrollment is not at 100%? That is WHY we send them there!!! When did that EVER hurt anything but the bottom $$
line? No wonder population in "rural" schools is declining...what other choices are you giving rural family's to work
with? Sadly if we lose our school I know for a fact that parents in our community will be looking to other options such
at the Catholic Board or Homeschooling/Private education as alliterative and many (like my family) who have stayed
here for years BECAUSE of the school will simply move on to the towns and city's with bigger and better educations
options. We urge, beg and plead with the Trustees today to hear our messages and seriously reconsider this decision,
Meet with the school board and take Pakenahm Public School OFF your chopping block...please don't take away our
children educational "Safe Spot" Sighed : Concerned parents in Pakenham

12/2/2016 9:51 AM

35 You could improve the rcommendations by eliminating the "close Pakenham School" part. That school is a staple to
that community. It may be small, but the building is a focal point and meeting space for members of the community at
large. If that school is closed it will be a huge blow to everyone in Pakenham and may lead to the demise of the entire
community. Young families will think twice about moving there or remaining there. Who would choose a home in a
location where young children have to be bussed to another location, sometimes being on that bus for nearly an hour?
What about the additional bussing costs and increased risk of accidents? I propose the board consider the wider
implications in this case and reorganize their finances to cut costs and deal with the extra spaces differently. I am sure
a more creative solution could be acheived if the board consulted with the greater community and actually listened to
their ideas.

11/26/2016 4:34 PM

36 1. review the FCI score post-renovations at PPS 2. students that want to go to PPS will not all move to the Almonte
family of schools. Many will switch boards including moving to the Renfrew County, Ottawa area or Catholic school
boards 3. longer bus times will be inevitable and not favourable to K-6 aged children 4. As taxpayers, we have been
paying taxes on full capacity; use the extra tax dollars (based on difference between capacity and actual) to fund the
schools existence 5. School is situated perfectly in the community. The community wants the school to access their
places (ie ski hill, golf course, curling rink, ball field, daycare, community centre) and in turn the community could use
the school. 6. repatriate the Pakenham students back from the Almonte schools.

11/26/2016 4:20 PM

37 Email Received: I am writing in support of keeping our Pakenham Public School open for our students and our
community. Pakenham is a very special place with an amazing history. I have learned about Andrew Dickson (1797-
1868) and the value he placed on community, on education and on justice. All these categories are still essential in
any community – and the school is the hub. I think it is important to bring back our French Immersion students and to,
once again, provide that program at the school. I would especially love to have the Roman Catholic students back too
– that might not be possible – but I always thought it was an asset to have all Pakenham children attend the same
school, regardless of religious affiliation, as my children did many years ago. I do hope you will find a way to support
our school – we have a fabulous principal – and we have fabulous teachers.

11/26/2016 4:19 PM
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38 Email received: I am a supporter of keeping PPS open for now and forever actually. There are many many reasons
and I could bore you to death but I will try to least a few important ones for me. PPS is part of our community, how
would you expect to attract young families to our area if we don’t even have a school to offer their children to go to.
Being situated where it is the kids have lots of opportunities other larger schools just don’t have, we are within one
block of the arena, one block of the curling club, we have a ball diamond out our back door, a river out our back door
where many explorations can take place, we are within minutes of a family ski hill which in past years we have taken
advantage of by forming a ski club which was well attended by the kids in the school and run by volunteers, some
nights at this ski club the parents even brought supper for all the kids to enjoy at the hill together as a group, not very
often you see that happening. Its the fact that every kid knows every kid in the school, the play time outside you can
clearly see the older kids mingling with the younger ones and skipping rope and so on with them, they all play together
no matter what the age. Its the fact that our kids get to try out and actually play on all the sporting teams within the
school, soccer, basketball, volleyball, cross country, track and field and the list goes on, is some of the bigger schools
kids don’t get the opportunity to play cause they just can’t make the teams, they arn’t “good enough” but in PPS
everyone gets to play and seeing the boys and girls won gold this fall in the soccer, I would say they learn to play
together well and be part of a team. This part is very important to me as my children started on the basketball teams at
PPS and are now both playing outside their respective high schools which never would have happened if they hadn’t
gotten to play in public school. We have many small businesses in the village that depend on the traffic of parents
coming to the school for drop offs and pick ups such as the General Store, Nicholson’s and the Centennial Restaurant
to name a few, if parents arn’t coming into the village for school pick ups and that, then they are going to be doing this
other stuff like picking up a coffee in the morning in another town, so if affects all our local businesses if we don’t have
the parent traffic coming into Pakenham for school reasons. All my children and myself went to this school,
academically wise they have all done very well and if you look at the R Tait McKenzie awards last year from ADHS
you will see that about 8 out of the 10 winners were all kids from PPS so we must be doing something right as far as
teaching and learning at the school. Its the breakfast program put on by volunteers in the community, its the lunches
the parent council puts on, its the endless time parent council puts in for fund raising etc to make sure our kids have
everything they need to be able to participate in sports, arts actitivities, smart boards, Ipads and the list goes on, its
the effort everyone in the school and the community puts in to make sure we have a good healthy environment for our
kids to go to, its being able to send our kids on the bus and not have to go the extra 15 minutes to transfer them all to
Almonte, who wants a 3 year old going from the far end of Pakenham on the Arnprior side all the way to Almonte for
school, its living in the village and being able to walk to school. There is also the fact that some of the kids just won’t
remain in the UCDSB, some will go to Renfrew County and some will go to Ottawa, when this scenario happens then
we lose the village feel cause none of the kids will know each other anymore, it there was an event put on like the
Civitan Club does for the winter festival in Pakenham, it will be hard to get the kids to go to events like that cause they
just won’t know each other and all those community events will fall by the wayside. I could go on for days but this in
short is why I want to see my community school remain open. You must also take this threat of it closing away and if
you don’t, how do you attract new kids to come to the school if a parent never knows when you “might” close it, we
have been fighting this battle for years, some parents just send their kids to Almonte cause rumour has been for years
that PPS is closing so that “rumour” needs to be put to bed also.

11/26/2016 4:06 PM

39 Email received: It is my understanding that there are somewhere between 9000-10000 empty spaces in UCDSB
schools, however it is unclear to me if that figure includes/takes into account schools that are over capacity. In other
words, what is the total capacity for the board vs the total # of students currently enrolled? My child attends Pakenham
Public School. We are very concerned about the potential of the school closing. We feel it would not be in the best
interest of the students, both at Pakenham and surrounding schools that would have to accommodate them. It would
also obviously not be in the interest of the community or the board as the lack of a school would be a serious
impediment for future development and growth of tax revenue. Rest assured if Pakenham school closes, it will result
in a net loss in revenue for the board as reflected in stagnation of property values and development.

11/26/2016 3:58 PM
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40 Email received: My family has attended Pakenham public school since the 1960’s. My children were there. In 1999
there were 243 children enrolled in Pakenham Public School. The School Board has a history of tinkering with
Pakenham Public School. I’m sure it is well-intentioned. However, when young parents cannot be assured that their
children won’t be moved to a new school in a new town during their primary years, it’s difficult to convince them that
Pakenham Public School is a great place for them to learn. The school has been stripped of programming (whether
you agree with early French Immersion or not, it is essential for many families), grades 7 and 8, and upkeep
commitments. The School Board has been the architect of dropping enrollment. I am disappointed in the people I
entrusted with my vote and my taxes. The parents and grandparents in this village are prepared to support the school
in whatever ways are possible. We can paint, repair and fundraise. We can plant gardens and teach our particular
skills. The School Board must find a way to allow our community to be part of our children’s school. The proposed
development of our community depends on a school being here. An empty building will drive any interest to larger
communities and the life of this village will suffer. As it suffers, there will be fewer tax dollars and a much diminished
quality of life for everyone involved. As a business person, I cannot see how the small amount saved by closing this
school justifies the destruction of our community well being. Environmentally, economically and philosophically I
cannot agree with busing so many children on the argument that is saves dollars. How many children are bused out of
our village each day, spending often an hour and a half each day on that same bus, to save to cost of a few teachers?
Please know that every tax payer in Pakenham has the right to support whatever school board it choses. I would like
to put my taxes to use in a thriving Pakenham Public School. The school where my children, and, the children of the
women who worked with me, received so many lessons about life in a community, walked to school with their friends,
and took those values with them wherever they chose to live. Please let me know what I can do to help you rebuild
what was once a thriving school.

11/26/2016 3:54 PM

41 My child attends R Tait because we wished to put our child in French immersion, however the bus ride is 45min long
each way. We wish that instead of closing a community school that is so well support you instead offered a French
immersion option and then the enrolment in the school would be significantly higher! Or better yet to save money get
the government to close the catholic school board then Pakenham would be booming with student, and think of the
money the government would save!

11/26/2016 3:46 PM

42 I do not agree with the closure of Pakenham Public School for many reasons. My child absolutely LOVES this school
as well as the teachers and students. We specifically moved to this area so our child could attend this school we love
the tight nit close community. I have younger children who will be attending pakenham public school in the future.
With the amount of money that was just spent on the school to replace all the windows and doors would be a
complete waste of money and time.

11/26/2016 3:43 PM

43 This school is amazing. Have heard nothing but awesome things about it and it's programs. Closing it would not be
beneficial to any of the students attending. Making the day longer making the big change to a new school.

11/24/2016 6:05 PM

44 Email Received: Please do not close Pakenham School. Its a very important aspect of our village. People with children
that move here are so happy to find a small, intimate school for their children to go to. My children went there, and now
their children are going there. Its so awesome to have classes that are not over crowded and the students all know
each other. There is a real sense of community, children feel safe and special. Sending these children to already over
populated schools with frustrated overworked teachers just does not sound to me to be in their best interests. Not to
mention that they will have to travel on a bus for upwards of an hour each way. Shouldn't the welfare of our children be
the only issue? Maybe you should be consulting with them before you make your decision.

11/22/2016 11:46 AM

45 Close one of the Almonte schools, bring back the French Immersion students to Pakenham. 11/13/2016 2:21 PM

46 Pakenham and surrounding areas is a large area, meaning if kids were sent from pakenham it would be nearly a half
an hour bus ride, when they are used to a 10-15 minute ride. I believe the small town atmosphere

11/12/2016 6:21 PM

47 With the current number of students in the kindergarten class, we're all aware of the demographic flux. Pakenham is a
cornerstone in this community and it provides my children with the learning environment I specifically moved away
from Kanata for. It's going to be quite the embarrassment if our community suffers this loss -- like cutting the face of
the community's nose off. We will not be remaining in the public school system should Pakenham close. The closest
establishment that we can find lies within the Catholic board.

11/11/2016 1:33 PM

48 Message received: I am writing in regards to the closing of Pakenham Public School. I am asking that you please
reconsider and do not shut this beautiful little school down. The school is the backbone of our community. We need
this school. If your concern is the attendance level, how about you consider offering French immersion at Pakenham?
That way students who live in the Pakenham area have to go to that school rather than bus upwards of an hour to go
to R. Tait in Almonte. If you offer French immersion I can guarantee that the population of the school will increase.
Pakenham PS is more than just a school. It has been a second home to many families in this area. Many parents who
now ha e students there, attended that school while they were growing up. It means more to the students to be going
to school in a place that their parents, and sometimes even grandparents attended. And also more often than not,
being taught by the same wonderful teachers. My dream my whole life was to always have my kids go to school where
I did. Please do not take this chance away for so many families.

11/4/2016 5:18 PM
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49 Email received: Bridging Generations is a community action group that was formed in 2016 to explore ways to make
and keep Pakenham age-friendly. A series of forums were facilitated between January and March 2016 which resulted
in identifying many significant attributes that make Pakenham a community residents want to grow old in. Our goal is to
encourage intergenerational activities resulting in a caring and mutually beneficial community. The school in
Pakenham was very involved in our efforts. Many other opportunities for inter-generational efforts include The
Breakfast Club, the Garden Club, and most importantly, the annual Remembrance Day celebration; all are organized
with older Pakenham residents along with pupils and staff. We hope to build on these efforts in the future. The
economic sustainability of Pakenham is one of the major outcomes of this community development effort. Schools are
economic drivers and attract young families to communities. Many businesses and services are linked to the school -
from pizza being supplied by the local restaurant to the day care operator using the school space for the after- four
program. These partnerships keep the community in business. Healthy communities is another issue emerging from
our process and we are concerned for children who are sitting on a bus for 2 hours /day. How much better to have
them playing soccer in their own field after school or walking home with their friends! Education must do more than talk
about healthy lifestyles- it must enable behaviour change, activity and healthy choices. The school in Pakenham has a
long history of being a cornerstone in the village. It is the only school and many of the local elderly went to this school;
their grandchildren now attend the same school. It was a thriving school for generations and could be again. Please
consider more broadly the impact closing this school will have on the village and its future for everyone.

11/1/2016 5:11 PM

50 Email received: How on earth can you possible place the Pakenham elementary school in Category 1 as enrolment
has increased and a quarter of a million tax dollars were spent last year on upgrades to the school??? Has all common
sense gone out of the (newly renovated) window? Yes, we are a small town but recent years have seen a large influx
of young families, which is why we are seeing an increase in enrolment at the school. One of the major attractions of
Pakenham for these young people is the combination of the community oriented school and exceptional day care that
has been built up over the past 30 years. All of us in Pakenham were relieved and happy to learn of the school
enrolment increasing and of the extensive renovations done to the school in this past year. The Pakenham school
does not belong in any of your three categories.

11/1/2016 2:24 PM

51 I believe that the Pakenham Public school NEEDS to stay open! The school is amazing and is a great place for little
ones to get the attention that they need. If a child is having difficulties in a subject such as math or reading, it is certain
that they will be lost in the system if they are moved into a much, much larger school. It would not benefit any of the
children who are currently attending Pakenham PS to be moved to R Tait in Almonte, the classrooms are large enough
in Almonte as it is without adding over 100 more students to it. Please consider the community and the families when
it comes to the decision for Pakenham PS. The town, the library, the arena, the bank, the families all need the school
to stay open to help keep the town alive. Pakenham is a very close community with the school as a gathering space.
The spaces such as the gym are currently being used by the town to offer exercise programs to seniors during the day
when it is not being used by the students. If more programs could be offered like this by the school, money could be
raised through these programs to go towards funding for the school. So many people are depending on this school to
stay open, please reconsider the draft recommendation for Pakenham PS and look at this school as the town sees
it...an amazing, safe place for our little ones to get the attention they need and a better learning environment where
they will be the first priority without being in an overcrowded classroom.

10/31/2016 12:22 PM
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52 Email received: My children are students at Pakenham Public School, one of the schools on the list to be closed in
June 2017. In a time when many children struggle with learning and engagement at school, Pakenham PS has a
special way of engaging every child, helping them thrive and providing values, a sense of community and teamwork.
The small class size contributes to the increased learning and decreased behavior issues. The report for closures
(Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review) cites one reason for closing to provide increase program
options, but at Pakenham PS the students are exposed to a wide variety of program options. The community and staff
of the school have made sure the students are provided with an incredibly wide amount of program options. They
would be losing more than they would gain by being forced to switch to another school. The sense of community
children gain from a community school cannot be overlooked. This school is the heart of the community and has many
close ties and partnerships within the Hamlet of Pakenham. For example, the local library is planning moving to the
school during their renovation and the local not-for-profit daycare hosts a before and after school club at the school. It
is worth noting that the daycare accommodates students from 5 schools and 3 boards. The school and community
have worked together in the last few years to revive the school. There has been fundraising by the student council for
technology and other required equipment as well as capital investments of a new playground and just this summer a
fantastic renovation for $227,450. What a waste of tax payers’ money if the renovation was only used for one year!
Although I recognize that budgets must always be considered, this particular school closure does not seem necessary
or right. The last 3 years have seen steady enrollment at Pakenham Public School and with additional housing
development in the area this should continue to bring more students in the coming years. Pakenham is a border
school and it is estimated half of the students would not remain in the Upper Canada District School Board if
Pakenham closes. Aside from the impact on the Pakenham students this would also affect the students at R. Tait
Mackenzie in Almonte who would have close to 100 students added to their already full school bringing it close to
capacity in an already growing area. This proposed option does not address the surplus space at Naismith school
(projected to be at 56% by 2019) and will have children on buses for increased times by as much as an additional 30
minutes on what are already very long rides. A decision like this is about more than just numbers on a page. It's about
doing what's right. It's about giving kids a sense of community and belonging and a safe place to learn, even when the
alternative looks acceptable on paper to some, it doesn't make it right. I would also like to add my extreme
disappointment over the locations currently listed for the public meetings. I think it shows a lack of commitment to
receiving feedback from the communities affected by not having meetings at the schools that are proposed to be
closed. I would like to be able to tell my children that decisions are being made that are for the best for them and there
is a consultation process happening by a group that is committed to listening to the community and not just going
through the motions of a required consultation period, but the locations of the meetings makes me question the desire
for feedback. In closing I have two requests. One hold a public consultation in Pakenham and two remove Pakenham
from the list.

10/29/2016 8:40 PM

53 Closure of the pakenham school is short-sighted in view of the areas' ongoing growth, and in view of the high quality
of education offered there

10/27/2016 11:59 AM

54 My children will be moved to the Renfrew School Board if Pakenham closes. I would like to know how many others are
in the same situation as if enough children leave the UCDSB it may offset the amount to be saved by closing the
school.

10/26/2016 5:05 PM

55 Pakenham school should NOT be closed. If French immersion was available in Pakenham many children going
elsewhere for French would return. The village of Pakenham has, over the last 30+ years, gone from a retirement
community to a community with many young families. This is surely a desirable direction. Young families, such as my
neighbours, moved to Pakenham assuming the school would be available to their children. (Also let us not forget that
$200,000 was spent upgrading Pakenham school recently.)

10/23/2016 2:58 PM

56 I don't want pakenham public school to close 10/23/2016 8:45 AM

57 To keep the school open because we have more students now & a lot of one on one work which is needed. 10/21/2016 10:46 PM

58 There are students in Pakenham Public School area that have been allowed to go to Almonte schools. Of these
students stay in the PPS area this school would be filled to school board quota. It's important to save our school, the
village of Pakenham would be affected, business would also suffer..ie Linda Lowe Daycare which uses the school for
after school programs. Why should these children be uprooted to R.Tait a school with several issues, not enough
space to accommodate another 50 students, that you would be installing PORTABLES.... Students traveling on a bus
another 40 minutes per day. Obviously your not considering the children, you are thinking $$. PAKENHAM PUBLIC
SCHOOL is the best school in the area, the Principle, Teachers, care about the students, the children love this school.
Going to R.Tait.PS, their just a student. Why isn't Naismith an alternative instead of R.Tait?

10/21/2016 10:41 AM

59 With the growth of Almonte and with the potential of Pakenham getting a central septic system, therefore, probably
leading towards growth as well...there will be a continued need for the Pakenham school

10/20/2016 1:15 PM

60 The 3 schools could remain open. 10/20/2016 10:23 AM

61 Offer Early Immersion/ French Immersion programming in Pakenham Public School by transferring the service from R.
Tait or Naismith, pending ongoing interest with current programs

10/20/2016 9:54 AM
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62 Pakenham public School is the hub of Pakenham, our community needs this school, there is a very unique connection
between this community and its school! Also this school being the closest school to the boarder between UCDSB and
the Renfrew District School Board and with the Catholic School Board having schools available to these children as
well, I can without a doubt say that at least half of those students in PPS will go to a different school board, and Ben
more if they must be sent into the French Immersion program! The bus ride for some children would exceed the 55
min limit also! Just not a great idea all around!

10/20/2016 8:30 AM

63 As a former student of Pakenham Public School, I am strongly against the closure of it. 10/19/2016 6:31 PM

64 Pakenham PS should never be shut down. Yes the student population is smaller than other schools, but my opinion,
from someone who attended this amazing school, is that we as students had more quality time with the teachers. The
teachers knew us and our families. The same teachers taught multiple generations of each family. It is a personal
school that deserves to be kept open so future generations can make memories there. Also students who would be
coming from White Lake as of now have a half hour bus ride to Pakenham. To make those students go to Almonte you
are now making those bus times well over an hour if not even longer. Time that could be spent at home with their
families and learning even more. Rather than sitting on a bus.

10/19/2016 5:58 PM

65 Pakenham is one of the best schools around. The support from the local community is astounding. We moved here so
our kids could have this kind of exceptional education.

10/19/2016 4:27 PM

66 Closing our small school would be very detrimental to our community, Pakenham Public school has been able to instill
a great sense of community in the children that attend that is simply not possible in larger schools. This sense of
community is something that stays with these students for the rest of their life and certainly enhances their life and the
lives of other community members in a way that cannot be measured. As a former student who has gone on to
university and then returned to our village to come back and become a business owner in our community I am certainly
proof of that. As someone who has hired Pakenham graduates over the years I can attest to the fact that these
students learn lessons that will never be measure by EQAO or other standardized testing but are lessons that will be
beneficial to them and people around them for the rest of their lives. As a business owner I understand you are forced
to deal with numbers but at the same time I think you need to consider other ways to make this work which will not
reduce the quality of education and quality of life that our students and families currently enjoy.

10/19/2016 9:57 AM

67 Email: It has been brought to my attention that there is a possibility that Pakenham Public School may be closing its
doors very soon. This shocks me. I am born and raised in Pakenham and attended the school from kindergarten right
through to grade 8. Our little town lives around this school. Members of the community are always involved in the
actives going on, even if their own kids are already grown up and gone. You will have a huge fight on your hands by
the entire community if this decides to go through. So many students who attended Pakenham have always dreamed
of having their own children someday attend school in the same classrooms as they did growing up. I know that is one
of my biggest dreams. That is one of the true blessings of having a small school in a small town. It feels more like
family then it does just a school. It means more to the students, the parents as well as the teachers to have multiple
generations being taught values of life, math, science and creating friendships in the exact place as their parents once
did, and sometimes even being taught by the same teachers. So I, along with this entire town and community, beg you
to reconsider closing Pakenham's doors. Please do not take away such a valuable place to us. Don't tear this family
and community apart.

10/18/2016 4:16 PM

68 adjust the boundry lines to include more of the country kids to attend Pakenham in lieu of them spending so much time
on a bus going to Almonte.

10/18/2016 10:08 AM

69 I think that closing Pakenham Public School is a bad idea because there are a lot of younger kids in this school and
most/half will go to Renfrew County School Board plus you just put a lot of money into renovations for the school.

10/17/2016 9:19 PM

70 If it wasn't for my grandfather that school would never be there. He was a trustee as well. Keep it the way it is.
Sometimes things don't have to change.

10/15/2016 4:49 PM

71 Bring immersion back to Pakenham and the kids who go to R.Tait for immersion that should be in Pakenham can go to
PPS

10/15/2016 8:55 AM

72 Pakenham needs to be kept open. The community will no longer develop and children being bused from outlying
areas of Pakenham will go to other school boards due to proximity. Could pakenham reinstall portables or see about
sending more students from another almonte school to it? They used to bus the French immersion kids to Pakenham.
Could these options be looked at? A school is so important to a community.

10/14/2016 9:55 PM

73 Closing Pakenham would not only devastate it's current students and families but it would also be devastating for the
community. Closing a school after spending half a million dollars of tax payers money is disgusting. More than half the
current students would move to a different board as well so ucdsb would lose out on thousands of dollars. More money
would also be spent to buy portables at R. Tait which seems ridiculous as well.

10/14/2016 9:18 PM
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74 Closing of pakenham public school would be a huge loss for the community. It is a central location for many up aND
coming youth. The number of students presently enrolled in th school is only going to increase in the coming years.
There are many young family's of former students that wI'll be enrolling heir children. Also the closure would lead to
extremy long and uncomfortable bus ride for the kids. Increasing the length of their day by up to an hour. This will also
lead to less time at home enjoyin what is important FAMILY. Also if the school is going to be closed then why did the
board spend the tax payers money on a largw renovation to the building for the Last two summers. Their must be a
hard look in the mirror by the powers at be. Some kids of coeruption must be taking place to just waste our tax Diller
on something to only close it one year later.

10/14/2016 7:49 PM

75 I don't support this at all.I believe that they are not looking to the future.As it stands right now I have five grandchildren
that would be attending Pakenham.I think if this is to happen there won't be many families have there kids go to
Almonte.I already know what my children are thinking.

10/14/2016 7:38 PM

76 Pakenham school should stay open. Lots of kids that go there would have to switch to an renfrew county school. Their
bus ride to almonte be very long.

10/14/2016 6:42 PM

77 Pakenham Public School should not be closed. Consolidation of the public schools in the town of Almonte should be
the answer. Taking away the one school in the Pakenham area after opening R. Tait a few years ago, then realizing
there are too many spaces does not seem to be appropriate use of resources. People rely on having this public school
close to home for many reasons.

10/14/2016 6:23 PM

78 Busing route options for our location. ( we Border renfrew county & misissippi Mills) Our only other option is Almont or
Arnprior which are both 1hour plus bus ride for my kindergarten children. Which us completely unexeptable.

10/14/2016 5:17 PM

79 It has never been mentioned about Almonte kids coming to Pakenham. Why has Pakenham never had the option of
having early French Immersion? That would keep the Pakenham kids in Pakenham- adding 50 kids back into our
school. UCDSB would likely be losing that many kids to the Renfrew school board because I believe parents will
chose to send their kids to a school closer to their home! The community would miss the kids being around the village!

10/14/2016 4:52 PM

80 It would be a very long bus ride for our children. Would effect my before and after school daycare and reduce my
income. We purchased our house so our children could attend pakenham school

10/14/2016 4:28 PM
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Q42 If you indicated in Q3. that you have an
alternative to the Draft Recommendations,

please use this space to describe your
alternative(s) in greater detail.

Answered: 42 Skipped: 149

# Responses Date

1 My community has rallied in support of our beloved school and I strongly agree with the many excellent points raised
by parents, and others in the public meetings and other venues. I am delighted with the quality of education that my
child is receiving at Pakenham PS, and sincerely hope that my other child will be beginning school there this
September. I don't need to reiterate the many reasons why this school, located in and acting as a hub of our small
town, is so important - I'm confident that you have heard this message loud and clear from the numerous people who
have spoken up in its defense. I wish here to dispute three points in the Initial Staff Report used to justify to closure of
Pakenham PS. I have access only to the data that you have provided, and these data do not support the statements
made. In appendix A10 you state that Pakenham PS has the "lowest enrollment utilization" in the feeder group. In the
Table on Pg 2 you show clearly that Pakenham utilization is higher than that of Naismith, at 52% vs. 48%, respectively.
Second, you claim that "Pakenham has the greatest need for facility upgrades". While this may be true, your data
demonstrate that Pakenham PS is substantially better than the board average
(https://districtintelligence.com/event/public.profile/schid/4195/school/Pakenham%20Elementary). Thus, this is a
somewhat misleading statement and a dubious justification for closure. Third, the board has (wisely, I feel) made
improved options for French education a priority. If French immersion were brought to Pakenham, this could allow for
the repatriation of the "approximately 50 students" (A10, page 6) making use of the Early Immersion program in
Almonte. This repatriation, using existing boundaries, would increase % utilization in Pakenham to 80.1%; the highest
of the K-6 schools in the feeder group. In addition, this would reduce enrollment at the Almonte schools such that the
consolidation of Naismith and R. Tait is possible (with a consolidated utilization of 100.1%). Thus, the statement that "
R. Tait McKenzie School does not have sufficient space to accommodate all of the students from Naismith School as a
consolidation" is also not true, strictly speaking. . This alternative scenario was not explored in the report, yet it has
the greatest effect on reducing surplus student spaces. Offering French Immersion in Pakenham, repatriating students
and combining R. Tait and Naismith would achieve overall utilization of 95%, versus 68% utilization for your proposed
"Option 1". While I recognize that there are other factors to consider, it seems clear to me that this alternative option is
worth a careful look if a primary goal is the reduction of surplus student spaces.

2/2/2017 11:33 AM

2 I am in agreement with the presentation put forward by the Pakenham committee. It is a fair and well thought out
proposal.

2/1/2017 12:05 PM

3 Please see the Pakenham school council proposal. 2/1/2017 12:04 PM

4 Realign the boundaries so Mississippi Mills kids to to Mississippi Mills schools Plan jointly with your co-terminus
board. There are the right number of kids for the 4 elementary schools. Work WITH the community to make better use
of any under-utilized space Undertake a process to get to know our community, including the fact that we are a
community in growth

1/31/2017 9:44 PM

5 This feeder group has two population centres: Pakenham and Almonte. Both Pakenham and Almonte are full
communities offering their residents basic services such as: doctors, pharmacy, restaurants, convenience store,
shopping, bank, gas station, fire hall, daycare, library, arena, etc... Almonte has 2 schools. Pakenham has only one
school. If a school needs to close in this feeder group, it makes sense to ensure there is one school in each of the two
population centres which are separated by about 17 km, and have distinctly different cultures. Almonte is much more
urban - Pakenham, being further from Ottawa, is much more rural. In addition, the size of Pakenham school is
appropriate for the community it serves. Naismith is appropriately sized for Almonte. Both of these schools are of the
same vintage - makes a person wonder why R. Tait McKenzie was introduced to the feeder group much later. Either of
these communities would suffer if left without a school. There is an option to ensure this doesn't happen - take it!

1/31/2017 7:52 PM

6 I would strongly recommend that any surplus space in the Pakenham Public School be used for any number of
different purposes. Here are just a few suggestions: 1. Work with the municipality to move the Pakenham Public
Library into the school. The current library location is tiny - this would allow the library to expand, but even more
importantly, it would allow better access to the library for students. 2. Subdivide the building, and make the unused
section available for any type of commercial enterprise, such as a fitness centre, or an arts centre. Kids do not need
more time on the bus. I ask the board to be _creative_ and come up with a third, better choice for Pakenham and its
residents.

1/31/2017 1:36 PM
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7 Closing Pakenham Public School does not take into account the distances and times involved for students and for
parents attending school functions. For high school students this might be acceptable but for Kindergarten students it
certainly is not. It is unlikely that new families with children would consider moving into Pakenham and the effect on
the town would be devastating. It would be preferable to close one of the Almonte schools and reinstate French
Immersion in Pakenham. This would eliminate much of the travel proposed and retain the school as a focus in the
community. Not all decisions should be made strictly on a fiscal basis. I am willing to pay more taxes if it will keep the
Pakenham school open and provide a local center of learning for our children.

1/27/2017 2:02 PM

8 The presentation on behalf of continuing the existence and improving the viability of the Pakenham school ("It Takes a
Community to Raise a Child") is a clearly presented alternative that I support. The Draft Recommendations are the
typical result of this kind of study; close smaller schools in favour of making bigger schools bigger with the implicit
assumption that bigger is better. However, none of the recommended alternatives do much to achieve the necessary
goals. The Pakenham alternative is based in facts and logical analysis and shows itself to be markedly superior to the
Draft Recommendations in achieving the goals and more. I recognize that no one wants to see their local school
closed with all that entails and that these decisions are very hard to make and rarely can all be satisfied with the
ultimate decision. Those making the decision have to stand above local pressures and parochial interests and do what
is right for the community as a whole and the children in particular. I believe that the Pakenham alternative is the clear
choice to meet these priorities.

1/27/2017 2:02 PM

9 Maintain existing regular English-French programming boundary Bring French Immersion programming back to
Pakenham where it once existed Reduce the number of elementary schools for the Almonte feeder group of schools
from 3 to 2 by creating a combined Almonte School

1/27/2017 2:01 PM

10 Bring immersion to Pakenham please. 1/27/2017 1:58 PM

11 The board needs to see the changing demographic of the pakenham area. The majority of houses sold recently have
been to young couples looking to start families and making roots in Pakenham. I feel as if this change has been
overlooked and needs to be considered as within the next x amount of years we will see a drastic influx of students
that should be going to Pakenham public. Perhaps we should move the boundaries between Almonte and pakenham
that depict"home schools" if there is a need to balance it out.

1/27/2017 9:50 AM

12 a) maintain the existing regular English/French programming boundary; b) bring early French immersion programming
back to Pakenham (where it once existed); and c) reduce the number of elementary schools for the Almonte feeder
group of schools from 3 to 2 by taking R.Tait McKenzie and Naismith schools and creating a combined Almonte
school.

1/27/2017 9:27 AM

13 Keep Pakenham open and reintroduce French Immersion so that students don't leave to get this essential service
elsewhere (as my children had to do).

1/25/2017 3:54 PM

14 My recommendation is to leave our school as is. We need our school, we have special children that need our school.
Families move to our community because of GREAT things they hear about PPS. With social media, the web, parents
now have tool to search where they want to have their children attend school.

1/25/2017 10:50 AM

15 Why not close one of the two Almonte schools and send Pakenham's students back where they belong? 1/23/2017 3:24 PM

16 The Board should offer an Early Immersion program at Pakenham school and improve its current French program. It
should also return grade 7 and 8 students to the school. It was the Board's decision to remove these students from the
school and to offer early immersion only in Almonte that has caused the decline in student enrollment. The Board set
this school up for closer with its actions. Rural communities need and deserve much better than this.

1/21/2017 1:22 PM

17 Bring Early French Immersion programming to Pakenham And Reduce the number of elementary schools for the
Almonte feeder group of schools from 3 to 2 by creating a Combined Almonte School.

1/19/2017 4:09 PM
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18 I think closing the Pakenham Public School would be beyond tragic, and be the beginning of the end of the community
at large. Without a school in the community, new families will not want to live in the area, meaning fewer homes and
fewer young families to support the town and its businesses,effectively stopping any growth in the community in its
tracks. As years go by with no school and no new families, Pakenham itself will become more and more of a ghost
town as the years pass. For no good reason! Reasons the school should remain open beyond the obvious above are:
1)The school just underwent over 200K in renovations. What a pointless waste of money to now turn around and
propose closing this school. 2) The Pakenham Public School capacity according to your Building the Future document
is 176, and currently there are 91 kids enrolled in k-6 classes. The same document also denotes that approximately 50
students from the Pakenham area are busing to Almonte (R. Tait McKenzie) for Early Immersion French program.
Therefor, if Pakenham were to provide Early Immersion, enrollment in the school would be approximately 141 kids! 3)
Bussing children that are 3 (JK) years of age to a town 17kms away would mean these little ones are on the bus for
anywhere in the neighbourhood of an hour EACH way! It is just horrible that the UCDSB would even consider making
these young children do this! Why not solve this issue simply by implementing an Early French Immersion program for
the Pakenham Public School and keep this community vibrant and strong? Its that simple. Provide Early French
Immersion and keep the communities children in their hometown instead of forcing those families who want their
children in that program to ship them off to Almonte. This would be better for everyone!! Sending toddlers on a bus for
over an hour EACH way daily is just deplorable. We built a house in Pakenham and now are forced with facing the
possibility that our child, then siblings will be forced to ride that bus daily. To a child that would be the equivalent to
going to Montreal and back daily. Its just ridiculous. This is much more than dollars and cents on paper. Its common
sense. Turn over every stone to keep the Pakenham children in their community!! And by implementing Early
Immersion French at Pakenham Public School, you will have a school operating at 80% capacity!! As a prime example
of what I mean about destroying a community - if the Pakenham Public School closes next year, our family will be
selling our new home and moving away from Pakenham. This is much bigger than you realize. Please do NOT close
our school!!

1/10/2017 1:20 PM

19 Consideration should be given to leaving one elementary school in Almonte (R. Tait McKenzie) and one in Pakenham.
Rural boundaries with Carleton Place group could be altered somewhat with Naismith students being accommodated
in CP, R. Tait McKenzie and Pakenham. Pakenham is a vital, lively community school with much to offer. Partnerships
with the Town of Mississippi Mills (ie recreation, library), Daycare, Senior Citizens Club can be enhanced to increase
the viability.

12/16/2016 10:28 AM

20 Email Received: First I wanted to say thank you for all the work you have done to fight for our school. Just a few
thoughts that may have already been considered. 1. As a measure to minimize the costs to operating the school, with
the Almonte family of schools being a short 10-15 minute drive down the road, can we have a sharing of some
positions. Do we need a principal in the school at all times, can a V.P at one of our family of schools work to cover
Pakenham with a portion of time allocated to each school, and a senior teacher in Pakenham to help cover off some of
the duties? Can that same idea be shared with other positions, such as secretary, music and French teachers, and
janitorial staff (maybe we can have a janitor 2 nights a week) to allow the use of the facility by the community. 2. Our
small school, although lacking in the things that the bigger facilities can provide such as science labs and well
equipped music studios, turns out some top quality students. This past graduating class at Almonte DHS, 4 of the 5
students nominated for the R. Tait McKenzie award were k-8 students at Pakenham (can't tell you how proud I am of
each of them for there integrity, care for community and passion for excellence). I would strongly encourage you to
reach out to the Almonte Legion to provide you with details of not only past winners but nominees, I am confident a
good many have come from our small school. 3. A student from the last graduating grade 8 class strongly
recommends you reach out to the former principal for any guidance they can provide in fighting to maintain our school.
I would also suggest other previous principals. 4. It was brought up the night of the meeting, but it seems the board
really has not been very good at taking a long term approach, for our schools. First they removed all French
immersion from PPS, then they put all the grade 6-7's in the high school, only to create all these schools that are
running under capacity. Almonte does appear to be growing, will the schools get to capacity, and have multiple
portables, when Pakenham students could have remained in there own school. Maybe further research and thought
should have been taken before construction of R.Tait. Could Almonte have benefitted from an expansion to Naismith
(they appear to have significant space) and survived with one public school? (Don't forget they tore down the school
on the other side of town- GL Comba was the small public school that once stood where the high school parking lot is
now). I just mention all this as I am not convinced they always get things right, and once the school is closed, I would
think there is no getting it back. Give us back the students they have taken with French immersion, and you will be
back to almost capacity. Maybe they need to re-visit how to do that as well. When Fench Immersion first began
Almonte students from grades 5-6 came to Pakenham for French immersion, then the Pakenham grade 7-8's went to
Almonte. There is going to be a bus on the road either way why not have kids coming to Pakenham, instead of our
kids always being bused there. I think if a creative approach is taken, particularly with sharing more of the resources
and staff between the family of schools they should be able to find a satisfactory solution to keeping PPS OPEN.

12/16/2016 10:27 AM
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21 One thing to consider would be the use of part of Pakenham PS as an alternative learning space. One example:
http://www.compassteens.org/ Lanark County has a large homeschooling community. Many of us successfully ran a
one-day-a-week learning co-op for a period, but ended up having a difficult time finding appropriate rental space. I
would consider reaching out to the area's homeschoolers and seeing if they would not be interested in using part of
Pakenham PS' space as something akin to this homeschool drop-in in Montréal: http://communidee.ca/ I've seen
spelling errors in UCDSB publications; it hasn't really inspired confidence. People certainly do leave the area to seek
better schools in Ottawa, ones offering subjects beyond the basics -- I was disappointed to find that Pakenham PS had
iPads galore but no band; modernization via electronics is not required, but a well-rounded education is. Offering
alternative educational programming through the UCDSB would be a draw for families, rather different from the
unexciting curriculum offered at present. Wouldn't it be nice for a little rural school like Pakenham's to offer things
modern parents are looking for -- for example, a room given over to self-directed learning with appropriate access to
resources and instructors to facilitate the self-directed learning? The UCDSB seems oblivious to the wealth of other
options, from homeschooling to unschooling to attending school on-line, available in 2016. It doesn't take much to
figure out that the alternative options are skyrocketing in popularity because schools are not doing a good job of
offering what modern parents are looking for. At home, my child is free to learn video editing, guitar, Shakespeare, and
whatever else they like, along with the basics. Schools seem to have spent a lot of money on technology only to stick
to teaching the basics (if that, given that most local children cannot actually write or read cursive writing!) -- this is not
what I or any other parent I know feels to be a quality education.

12/16/2016 10:23 AM

22 Perhaps looking into why we are still funding two school boards? If there was only one then we wouldn't have to be
closing public schools. Our schools are being closed while we keep funding another board! It doesn't make sense.
Other provinces have successfully taken this approach.

12/12/2016 5:17 PM

23 Email Received: Please accept and consider this email as a response to the recent Pupil Accommodation Review and
the proposed closure of Pakenham Public School. As a parent and a member of this community, it is an extremely
disappointing time to be up against this potential. I have children some of who currently attend PPS. We chose to send
our children to PPS - after review of all of our options in Almonte, Pakenham and Arnprior - for the following reasons: -
it is local and proximity to our home; - integration with Daycare and Services where school age children attend daycare
and use the after school club; - School Administration - both Principals we have experienced working with have been
and are very committed to the Curriculum and the Children in the School - you don't get this is a large school; - not
having to bus 45mins+ each way on a bus to another town - immersion was not a priority for us This school is a part of
this community and our future here. This decision and its impact will span well beyond our children and the walls of the
school but will also prove to be a significant concern for the viability and attractiveness of this community for bringing
other families and young people to the area. My recommendation is for the Board to consider closing an Almonte
school vs PPS with the following considerations: 1) This Provides Options - Almonte or Pakenham 2) Almonte already
has more than one school 3) If you remove the number of children being transported from Pakenham into Almonte and
bring them back here, the numbers would be quite compelling to keep our school open 4) The Board can easily bring
French Immersion Curriculum into PPS if that is required 5) Lessens the impact overall - closing an Almonte school
doesn't lessen the attractiveness for the town on new families buying a home and raising a family there. I truly have a
vested interest in the school and my children's education. I hope with feedback such as I have provided here the
Board can realize that closing our local school would be a very poor decision.

12/2/2016 9:57 AM

24 - Add immersion to PPS, provide 2 location options for parents and children - either Almonte OR Pakenham; not all
Almonte

12/2/2016 9:54 AM

25 My recommendation is to make a combined Almonte school. use Naismith in 2017/2018 as the school to house all.
Add an addition onto R Tait that will accommodate all moving forward. Sell Naismith and the land it sits on for
development. Have a dual track program in both Pakenham and Almonte, therefore decreasing bus times and costs.

11/29/2016 7:28 PM

26 Financially it makes more sense to maintain both Pakenham Public School and R Tait McKenzie School and close
Naismith Public School. Early Immersion would return to Pakenham for which they would have the space and all
children from within Pakenham boundaries would be repatriated to the public school. With this option it would limit
busing times and get rid of a greater number of pupil spaces creating a much greater savings to the board than their
original proposal.

11/19/2016 11:34 AM

27 It has come to my attention that if the bulk of the Pakenham kids that now attend R. Tait McKenzie School were no
longer bused to Almonte but remained in Pakenham, our school would once more be viable. I have always said that
school borders are arbitrary - so, my alternative solution is for the Board to stop pandering to the Almonte schools and
stand up for Pakenham PS, once and for all. Return all of our children, including those that choose either Naismith and
R. Tait when with the correct borders, they would be included in the Pakenham enrollment. This has gone on long
enough. Our students suffered immensely several years ago when the Board switched their decision from having the
high school students start at the later hour, this was supposed to have been a decision based on 'science', i.e. better to
have older students sleep more and start school later than the elementary students - the 'town' school parents rose up
in arms and the Board changed the decision based on pressure and not 'science'. The only children that suffered were
those that had to be bused longer distances at even earlier hours - and here we go again. Our elementary students
now must endure the longer bus rides to suit the Town schools. Why is there no equity?

11/10/2016 5:04 PM
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28 If you provided French Immersion at PPS and brought back all the kids that live in Pakenham to PPS then we would
be at full capacity and combine the 2 Almonte schools, why is it always Pakenham who gets left out and Almonte gets
2 schools and we get none

11/6/2016 9:09 PM

29 Return Pakenham students who are presently being schooled in Almonte ie: grades 7 and 8, French Immersion, to
Pakenham Public School and consider merging two Almonte schools instead.

10/30/2016 1:04 PM

30 Close Naismith PS and repatriate Pakenham Students to Pakenham PS. Consolidate schools in Almonte to RT
McKenzie. Provide dual stream French in Pakenham as well as Almonte. The outcome- Reduced bussing , preserve a
community and enhance learning opportunities for Pakenham children. Look at developing specialty programs in
Pakenham eg outdoor education centre of excellence

10/28/2016 2:57 PM

31 An alternative will be developed by a community group opposed to these recommendations. 10/27/2016 11:59 AM

32 Pakenham is on the border of ucdsb. Many families enjoy the choice of a single track school. By closing Pakenham
you take that option away from families. Also many of the current students would attend schools from another board if
Pakenham were to close therefore ucdsb would lose those students. Why not have Naismith's core students join
Pakenham and the immersion students from Naismith attend R.Tait.

10/25/2016 10:36 PM

33 Offer Early Immersion/ French Immersion programming in Pakenham Public School by transferring the service from R.
Tait or Naismith, pending ongoing interest with current programs

10/20/2016 9:54 AM

34 1. hire French immersion teachers to work at the Pakenham Public School, thus negating the need to bus children out
of Pakenham to Almonte 2. achieve cost savings thru independent analysis of overspending within the UCDSB 3.
increase investment in human resources and decrease investment in IT

10/20/2016 9:36 AM

35 I feel that a school should be closed in Almonte and the students from that school sent to the other Almonte school
and to Pakenham School leaving each community with a school!

10/20/2016 8:30 AM

36 Pakenham school would have higher attendance rates if the school had a French program. 10/18/2016 4:27 PM

37 The enrolment at Pakenham would be enhanced if the children who live in this area were not sent to Almonte for
French Immersion. If French Immersion was offered at Pakenham School, our enrolment would certainly not be
declining at such a rate. It would make sense to move a few French Immersion teachers to our school rather than
move the whole school population to another town. Closing Pakenham School would have a significant negative
impact on our whole community.

10/18/2016 11:16 AM

38 I believe if Pakenham public school offered French immersion as well you would have more children within our
community attend or school. Or make R Tait French only and Pakenham a English only school. I dislike the fact that
my child has to be on a 45 min bus ride just to attend French immersion which is our second language here in
Canada!! And required in most jobs as an student and or adult to be able to speak a second language.

10/14/2016 10:56 PM

39 If Pakenham school also had a French program, more children from the Pakenham catchment area would be
attending Pakenham rather than bussing to Almonte for their French program (at a greater distance away). I personally
would rather my children remain in the lovely local Pakenham school (but would love them to have more French
programing ). And I know other parents feel the same way. Also can't we make children in the Pakenham catchement
area GO to the local school ?! by having postal code restrictions to what school children must attend (other than
catholic). I also question why Canada still has a catholic school system ? We are a culturally diverse country, why
catholic school and not Hindu schools? It just seems archaic and not very inclusive.

10/14/2016 9:22 PM

40 Why would the current boundaries not change for both Naismith and R.Tait. It has come to my attention that Naismith
has many unused/empty rooms.

10/14/2016 8:48 PM

41 It would make more sense to combine the schools in Almonte into one new large school. This would reduce surplus
spaces by approximately 398 as opposed to reducing them by 89 with a closure of Pakenham. The report also projects
that Pakenham will be at 70% capacity within 5 years. The fact that Pakenham is a border school also requires
consoderation. A number of students would not transfer into R Tait as the Arnprior schools would be closer for the
students coming in from the White Lake area. By combining the two Almonte schools no students would be lost to
another board. It would also reduce the duplicity of immersion programs in the area. Pakenham was also updated
over the summer months with an investment of $227,000 into exterior doors, windows and siding. Not only does this
improve the longevity of the school it should also significantly reduce the utility costs.

10/14/2016 7:54 PM

42 Answered in question 5. 10/14/2016 4:52 PM
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